CHAPTER XIV
THE  DETERMINATION" OF   SULPHUR IN COAL AND
ORGANIC SUBSTANCES
THE sulphur in organic substances may be deter-
mined by the method of Berthelot, the compound
being burned in an autoclave, and the resulting sul-
phuric acid being then determined gravimetrically or
volumetrically.
If no autoclave is at the chemist's disposal, the
combustion may be carried out in an ordinary glass
bottle in the manner described below.
The substance under examination is pressed into
a small cylinder in exactly the same manner as de-
scribed for coal in the preceding chapter, a piece of
thread being here also pressed into the substance.
If the substance is in liquid form, it may be dropped
upon an absorption cube of cellulose through which
a piece of thread has been drawn with a needle.
These little blocks of cellulose may be obtained from
Schleicher and Schiill" of Diiren, Germany.
The combustion is carried out in a common glass
bottle of about 10 liters capacity, Fig. 13.1. Into
the neck of the bottle is inserted a three-hole rubber
stopper. Through one opening of the stopper passes
a tube with a glass stopcock, the tube being widened
above the stopcock into a cylinder containing about
50 ccm. Through the other two openings of the
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